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Southern stingray - | 4

Hypanus americanus
Family: Dasyatidae

« Rhombic disc shape

* Females > male in size

» Usually found in sand
flats

e Usually found in creek > \‘\ 10
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ODbjectives
- Describe dietary contents of species through analysis Discussion Conclusion Scientific Terms
of stomach contents The analysis shows that the diets of both species are generalized. Southern Overall, it is cfgncluded that the southern stingray * Bloturbation: the disturbance
* Analyze inter- and intraspecitic dietary differences stingrays have a much more diverse diet than the Caribbean whiptails. Southern and the Caribbean whi otailxutilizié dietary partitioning E‘;?j;lggez;?zgeposm o
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crustaceans and the Caribbean whiptails - better understanding the trophic® relationships of the
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towards worms. The overall dietary
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generalization demonstrates an ability to o a & % data deficiency, and further supported conservation
M eth Od S ) ) ? o - e 3 Elasmobranch: a cartilaginous
adapt to short-term and long-term prey o efforts for these species. fish of a group that comprises
1. CAPTURE 2. GASTRIC LAVAGE 3. LAB WORK 4. CALCULATIONS population changes. Ontogenetic dietary o Freauency Oourame the sharks, rays, and skates
Ray is encircled Stomach contents Stomach contents are  Index of Relative differences were observed in southern strocurs schmardoc ) ]S)ntqggne_t(ijc: tlhe development
- - - - _ ) ) _ OT an Inatvidual organism or
Al GEUITET W - eloElnenireuglt istalltanalize dlancg NPOTIATCE ISR stingrays. Thus, dietary behavior differs = - anatomical or behavioral feature
nets stimulated regurgitation identified calculated for specific _ _ _ < o FUtU e StUdleS from the earliest stage to
prey taxa throughout various life stages In southern  ; oA, O _ _ _ maturity
_ _ Fo] 5 Ny &0 Future studies could assess the relationship between
stingrays. Furthermore, this study also &, _ _ _ : . .
IRI . . g size and maturity of Styracura schmardae. This Trophic level: an organism’s
q provides insight to how the observed benthic 5= .- N _ position in the food chain
(%N+%|\/|) X 0o o | | would facilitate research to analyze ontogenetic
— pinkas et al. (1971) O prey taxa are distributed and prevalent L N A A diotary diff S _
In aS e a . Frequency Occurance Ie ar I erences WI In e S eCIeS.
Al throughout the ecosystem. OCrustaceans DWorms ATeleosts Y P

Literature Cited Acknowledgements

Charvet-Almeida, P. & de Almeida, M.P. (2006). Himantura schmardae. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2006: e.T60161A12300074 Dr. Owen O’Shea, Head of CEI Elasmobranch program
Elston, C., von Brandis, R. G., & Cowley, P. D. (2015). Gastric lavage as a non-lethal method for stingray (Myliobatiformes) diet sampling. African Journal of Marine Science. Giulia Cardoso, Alejandro Molera-Arribas, Reid Webb, and Sarah Weiss, Team Interns
Grubbs, R.D., Snelson, F.F., Piercy, A., Rosa, R. & Furtado, M. (2016). Hypanus americanus. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2016: e.T60149A104123038 Ethan Wrigglesworth and Molly Meadows, Graduate Students at the University of Exeter

O’Shea, O. R., Thums, M., van Keulen, M., and Meekan, M. (2012). Bioturbation by stingrays in Ningaloo Reef, Western Australia. ResearchGate. 1. Cape Eleuthera Institute and The Island School
O’Shea, O.R., Ward, C. R. E., & Brooks, E. J. (2017). Range Extension in Styracura (=Himantura) schmardae (Caribbean Whiptail Stingray) from The Bahamas. Caribbean Naturalist, No. 38. Dr. Kate Kincaid, Head of Research and Applied Sciences at The Island School
Pinkas, L., Oliphant, M. S., & Iverson, I. L. (1971). Food habits study. Fish bulletin, 152(5), 10. Tanja Schwanck and Casey Sullivan, Research Advisors




